
F. A. Day Middle School Newsletter 
September 21, 2018 

Quote of the Week 
  

“Learn from yesterday, live for today, hope for tomorrow. The important 
thing is not to stop questioning.” 

---
Albert Einstein 

  
THIS WEEK’S QUOTE  
As I begin my second year at Day, I have the benefit of learning from the lessons of year 
one.  We learned, for example, that a middle school the size of Day with such a busy 
schedule needs to carve out time to purposefully make connections with our 
students.  We need a time when we practice talking and interacting with each other, and 
time and space to address school-wide issues when they arise. The Tiny Tuesday 
schedule that we launched this past week accomplishes just that.   
It is named, “Tiny Tuesday”, by the way, because of its function.  Our faculty chose to 
carve out 20 minutes every other Tuesday, first thing in the morning to engage in 
advisory type lessons, forging connections with our students. The impact on our 
schedule that day then shortens the other periods by just a few minutes- hence the name 
“Tiny Tuesday”.  Before our next “Tiny Tuesday” we will be asking the students to come 
up with a better name for this time and place. For example, some students have 
suggested that our groups will be Dragon Dens, and the day itself, becomes “Take Care 
Tuesdays” in honor of our school values of “taking care of ourselves, others and our 
school.”  I will update you with the final vote. 
In the interim, as part of our partnership in this important social emotional work with 
our students, I will use this newsletter to update you on the Tiny Tuesday lesson so that 
you can engage in conversations with your child about what we discussed in school. 
This past Tuesday, in the inaugural lesson, the Faculty Family Pairs, a homeroom 
teacher and teacher from another department, engaged students in a discussion about 
the value of dedicating time to forging connections with each other, and setting norms 
or rules that will help us have discussions in a respectful, inclusive and safe way. 
As I walked through some of the 6th grade “Tiny Tuesday” groups, I overheard a student 
sharing an example of taking care of each other in the cafeteria.  A student new to Day 
was sitting alone, and an entire table invited him to join them, welcoming him to the 
school.  I reminded the 6th grade that they would play an important role in the future of 
our school, determining what we value and how we will interact with each other.   
Which leads me back to this week’s quote.  Tiny Tuesday came to fruition because of a 
lesson we learned from our past.  We will continue to learn, reflect on and question the 
present in order to set goals for creating an even better community in the years to come.   
  
EARLY RELEASE DAY- THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 27th 
This Thursday, 9/27/18 is an early release day.  Dismissal will be at 11:30 a.m. and lunch 
will be served.  Please make sure that you communicate with your child about your plan 
for the day. 



The Day Faculty on Thursday will use the afternoon to engage in the first of two 
workshops based upon Glenn Singleton’s book, Courageous Conversations About Race 
in an effort to build our capacity to engage in conversations about race and inform our 
work with students. 
  
8th GRADE TRIP TO WASHINGTON, D.C. 
This year we are planning an end of year trip for our 8th graders to Washington 
D.C.  The trip will be open to every 8th grader, and the dates will be June 11th –June 14th, 
2019.  It will replace our traditional Boston boat cruise trip as a culminating event, 
pending School Committee approval on October 1st.   
As part of the planning process, we are inviting 8th grade parents to attend an 
information session given by EF Tours, the company organizing the trip for us. The 
information session has been scheduled for Thursday, September 27th at 7:00 p.m. in 
the auditorium. 
It is our hope that every 8th grader who would like to attend this trip will be able to, and 
toward that end our generous Day PTO has volunteered to help us support scholarships 
and financial assistance so that it is accessible to all. 
The information night is the first step in our planning and will help us gauge interest, so 
I hope most of our 8th grade parents can attend.  If you cannot attend, information will 
be sent out electronically to 8th grade parents on September 28th.   
  
PRINCIPAL’S COFFEE 
Our first Principal’s Coffee will be held on Thursday, October 4, 2018. We will discuss 
the new social emotional programming at Day and view a video on Screens and Teens 
from Newton Wellesley Hospital. 
The coffee will take place in the Day library from 8:00 – 9:30 a.m.  All are welcome. 
The next Principal Coffee Hour will be in the evening on November 7th at 7:00 p.m. 
We will welcome faculty from our Wellness Department to discuss the recent trend of 
vaping among teens.   
  
KINDNESS/SADD CLUB 
This year Mr. Landau is changing the SADD Club (Students Against Destructive 
Decisions), which has in the past taken the lead on service projects in our school, to 
mirror our positive approach to building a stronger community. As such we are 
combining this club with a new Partners in Kindness Club. The group is working on a 
shared name and vision as they plan programming and projects this year that focus on 
acts of kindness and service in the Day Community. 
Toward that end, Mr. Landau is looking for new club members. The Club will meet on 
Tuesday mornings in Mr. Landau’s room – 106, from 7:15 a.m. until homeroom. All are 
welcome and encouraged to attend. No need to sign up in advance.  
  
FAMILIES ORGANIZED FOR RACIAL JUSTICE 
We are looking to build our Day representation in FORJ this year, so I hope you will 
consider joining.  Below is an overview of their work: 
Families Organizing for Racial Justice (FORJ) is a group of diverse Newton 
families helping our children learn about issues of power and inequality and how to 



stand up for racial justice. We seek to generate understanding and curiosity about 
differences in our society, and to work together towards racial equity.  
We strive to achieve safe and welcoming environments that enhance the well-
being of all people.  

• We promote healing and connection between individuals and 
communities.    

• We speak out against injustice, support our kids to be upstanders, and take 
action to address  bias and inequity.    

• We offer lectures and workshops on race and diversity, discussion 
groups, community  events, Dynamic Diversity trainings and more.    

We follow the lead from our communities and help families foster inclusion in 
our city and  schools.  
For more information visit: www.FORJNewton.com 
For general information: Contact@FORJNewton.com 
To reach Amy Behrens: Amy@AmyBehrens.com OR www.amybehrens.com  
Find events and family resources on Facebook: @FORJNewton  
First FORJ Meeting of the year: 
October 2nd 7:30-9pm at Angier Elementary School 
1697 Beacon St. Waban 02468 
RSVP HERE: https://goo.gl/forms/EbEjNPfz5dKR8h1J2 
  
PARENT VISITING DAYS- SAVE THE DATE 
Next month there will be an opportunity to spend the morning visiting and observing 
your child’s classroom at Day. We will be sending out more information, but for now 
save the following dates and times: 
Monday, October 15th – 8th grade visiting day 
Tuesday, October 16th – 7tth grade visiting day 
Wednesday, October 17th – 6th grade visiting day 
All visiting days will take place from 7:45 – 10:45 a.m. 
  
PTO EVENTS – SAVE THE DATE 
6th Grade Social and Evening Meeting 
Thursday, October 11th the PTO is planning its annual 6th grade social. This is a fun event 
for 6th graders in the gym that includes games, a DJ and pizza.  There is also an evening 
PTO meeting for parents. For now, please save the date and more information will 
follow.  
CLUB FAIR 
We are still finalizing teacher club assignments. I will send out a separate email once we 
are prepared to share our final club list and descriptions with students.   
CLUBS AND AFTER SCHOOL SPORTS 
We had a lot of parents who attended our After School Sports and Enrichment 
presentation at Back to School Night last evening.  As a reminder, below is the web site 
where you can locate resources and schedules for after school programming.   
All students participating in school sports must sign up through Family ID, and cannot 
practice or tryout without the sign up and a recent physical.  Also, payments for clubs 
and sports can be made through the Unigold link.  The cost of sports are $180 per sport 
with a family cap of $540, Drama $100 (including clubs), and clubs $60. 



Check out website for more detailed information: 
https://sites.google.com/newton.k12.ma.us/eee/home 
Email Andy Comings & Mark Murphy on their shared email with any questions: 
day_triple_e@newton.k12.ma.us 
After School Enrichment and Athletics Coordinators: Andy Comings & Mark Murphy 
  
DRAGON SELECT CHORUS 
Auditions for the Dragon Select Chorus will take place next week, September 24th – 
September 28th in the mornings.  This choral group has 6 spots open to non -chorus 
students who love to sing but could not fit chorus into their schedule.  Please see Dr. 
Smith in room 221 if you like to sing challenging music in genres like acapella, pop and 
musical theatre. 
  
BACK STAGE CLUB (asks Stage Crew club) will meet in Room 110 every Day 6 at 
7:45 a.m. See Ms. McGettrick with any questions. 
  
JAZZ BAND 
Jazz Band had its first meeting today, 9/21, from 2:45 – 3:45 p.m.  See Mr. Rivkin in 
Room 222 if you are interested or have questions about joining. 
  
FLAG FOOTBALL 
The Flag Football club has begun. It meets after school on Thursdays on the backfield 
next to the mural. See Mr. Thompson with any questions. 
  
IN OUR CLASSROOMS THIS WEEK 
8th grade math teachers have been engaged in professional learning with our amazing 
technology integration specialist, Brenda Doucette, about the “blended learning” 
approach to the integration of technology. Thanks to the support of our district and our 
generous PTO, each 8th grade math teacher has 8 Chrome books that they will be using 
to bring to life our new Illustrative Math Curriculum, which has a dynamic online 
component with interactive diagrams and activities.  During some lessons, teachers will 
be setting us Chrome book stations in their classrooms to enrich and deepen their 
understanding of the strand they are working on that week. It is a very exciting pilot that 
will afford us opportunities to extend student understanding and enrich learning 
through independent exploration of our new curriculum. 
  
MIDDLE SCHOOL SPEECH TEAM 
Newton Middle Schools have a Speech Team! Your child can learn the vital life skill of 
speaking comfortably and confidently in a fun and supportive course offered through 
Newton Community Education.   A student in grade 6 – 8 may join the team to become 
a better public speaker, gain confidence for class discussions and dramatic 
presentations, win awards for themselves and our schools, make friends with kids from 
all over the state, and have fun as part of an amazing team.  Team members compete in 
tournaments through the Massachusetts Middle School Speech League in the event they 
choose – from prose or poetry, original oratory or impromptu and more!  
To register for this year’s speech team please go to: 
http://www2.newtoncommunityed.org 



and search “speech team” for the registration link 
For More Information, Contact Newton Community Ed at: 
Newton Community Education (NCE) 
Room 101, 457 Walnut Street 
Newtonville, MA 02460 
Main: 617-559-6999   Fax: 617-559-6998 
staff@newtoncommunityed.org 
  
HELP KEEP THE COMMUNITY CLEAN 
In an effort to reinforce good citizenship and to continue to be good neighbors to our 
surrounding community, I ask that you remind our children to pick up after themselves 
and not litter on their way to and from school.  We will reinforce with them in school as 
well that this is part of our school value of taking care of others and the environment.   
  
FALL PLAY 
This year the Day Middle School 7th and 8th graders under the guidance of the fabulous 
Ms. McGettrick will be performing Charlotte’s Web for the fall play. Play performances 
will be on Thursday, October 25th and Friday, October 26th.   More information on ticket 
purchases will be made available soon, 
  
SAVE THE DATE: 
  
Thursday, September 27, 2018:  Early Release Day, Dismissal is at 11:30 
a.m. 
Thursday, September 27, 2018:  8th Grade Parent DC Information Night 
7:00 p.m. 
Friday, September 28, 2018:  Visit from Lauren Wolk, author of Wolf 
Hollow 
Thursday, October 4, 2018:  Principal’s Coffee at 8:00 a.m. 
Monday, October 8, 2018:  Columbus Day – No School 
Week of October 9, 2018: Progress Reports 
Wednesday, October 10, 2018:  School Council Meeting at 6:00 p.m. 
Thursday, October 11, 2018:  6th Grade Social and Evening PTO Meeting 
  
All the best, 
Jackie Mann 
F. A. Day Principal 
jacqueline_mann@newton.k12.ma.us__ 


